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PREFACE 


The  Alberta  Statistical  Review,  Quarterly  provides 
statistical  tables  and  graphs  containing  monthly  or  quarterly 
data  on  the  economy  of  Alberta,  as  well  as  a  brief  narrative 
highlights  page.  The  publication  is  organized  into  the  following 
ten  sections:  Summary  of  Major  Economic  Indicators,  Population, 
Labour  Force  and  Related  Statistics,  Price  Indexes,  Energy  and 
Natural  Resources,  Construction,  Manufacturing,  Agriculture, 
Trade  and  Commerce  and  Travel.  The  majority  of  the  tables  present 
data  at  the  provincial  level  while  others  present  data  for 
communities  or  compare  the  economy  of  Alberta  with  that  of  Canada 
and  other  Provinces. 


To  obtain  additional  information  regarding  this 
publication  or  the  data  within,  users  are  invited  to  contact  the 
Information  Services  Section,  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics,  (403) 
427-3058. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


During  the  first  six  months  of  1982,  Alberta's  population 
increased  by  33,000  persons,  to  reach  2,320,000  on  1 -Jul -82. 
Though  the  rate  of  population  growth  experienced  in  Alberta  is 
moderating,  it  consistently  remains  the  highest  in  Canada. 
Current  estimates  indicate  that  as  a  component  of  population 
growth,  net  i nterprovi nci a  1  migration  is  declining  in  Alberta, 
relatively  as  well  as  absolutely.  At  4,850  during  the  second 
quarter  of  1981,  this  component  accounted  for  31.4  percent  of 
Alberta's  overall  population  growth.  During  the  same  period  in 
1982,  net  i nterprovi nci a  1  migration  contributed  only  27.0 
percent,  or  4,305  persons. 

Alberta's  employed  labour  force  numbered  1,072,000  persons 
during  Sep-82,  a  level  2.6  percent  below  that  registered  during 
the  same  month  in  1981.  To  various  degrees,  a  similar  trend  was 
experienced  in  every  Canadian  province,  causing  the  number  of 
persons  employed  nationwide  to  drop  by  4.4  percent  over  the 
twelve  months  preceding  Sep-82.  Alberta's  unemployment  rate  at 
8.4  percent  remains  among  the  lowest  in  Canada,  second  only  to 
that  of  Saskatchewan  and  comparing  favourably  to  the  11.3 
percent  encountered  nationally. 

The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  for  Edmonton  and  Calgary  rose  by 
10.3  percent  and  11.8  percent  respectively  between  Sep-81  and 
Sep-82.  In  both  centers,  the  most  significant  increase  during 
the  period  was  recorded  within  the  housing  component,  where  the 
index  rose  by  12.2  percent  in  Edmonton  and  16.5  percent  in 
Ca lgary . 

During  the  first  half  of  1982  the  construction  of  16,287 
dwelling  units  was  begun  in  Alberta.  This  represented  a  decline 
of  17.1  percent  with  respect  to  the  same  six  month  period  in 
1981.  Most  of  the  decline  occurred  in  the  construction  of 
single  detached  dwellings,  which  dropped  from  10,245  units 
during  the  first  half  of  1981  to  5,186  units  during  the  same 
half  of  1982.  This  significant  decline  was  offset  in  part  by 
increases  in  the  construction  of  row  houses  and  apartments. 
During  Aug-82,  the  total  value  of  retail  sales  in  Alberta  was 
$874  million,  2.7  percent  below  that  registered  during  Aug-81. 
Much  of  the  sales  decline  can  be  traced  to  a  few  store  type 
categories.  Over  the  twelve  month  period  preceding  Aug-82, 
men's  clothing  store  sales  dropped  27.3  percent,  household 
furniture  store  sales  dropped  28.4  percent,  and  motor  vehicle 
dealer  sales  dropped  17.4  percent.  Conversely,  many  store  type 
components  experienced  sharp  increases  in  the  value  of  sales 
transacted  over  the  same  period:  household  appliance  stores  up 
21.1  percent,  pharmacies,  patent  medicine  and  cosmetic  stores 
up  27.6  percent,  and  general  stores  up  21.8  percent. 
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AVERAGE  RATE  ON  NEW  DEMAND  LOANS 

The  average  rate  on  new  demand  loans  is  derived  from  a 
quarterly  sample  survey  of  chartered  bank  lending  rates 
initiated  by  the  Bank  of  Canada  in  November,    1968  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  chartered  banks.   The  survey  covers  all 
loan  transactions  whereby  a  customer's  account  is  credited 
with  funds  whether  under  existing,  new  or  renewed 
authorizations.    It  specifically  excludes  unsecured 
personal   loans,   residential,  mortgage  loans,  day  loans, 
call   loans  and  loans  to  grain  dealers. 


BANK  RATE 

The  Bank  Rate  is  the  minimum  rate  at  which  the  Bank  of 
Canada  makes  short-term  advances  to  the  chartered  banks  or 
to  savings  banks  governed  by  the  Quebec  Savings  Bank  Act. 


CANSIM 

CANSIM  is  the  name  given  to  Statistics  Canada's 
computerized  data  base.   It  is  often  termed  a  general 
purpose  data  bank  offering  a  detailed  and  conceptually 
compatible  set  of  aggregate  data  pertaining  to  a  large 
number  of  interrelated  fields.  CANSIM  contains  over 
300,000  timeseries  of  socio-economic  information.  An 
example  of  a  timeseries  would  be  the  annual  population  of 
Edmonton  for  a  twenty-year  period. 

The  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  maintains  approximately 
8000  timeseries  on  CANSIM  of  Alberta  specific  data  at  both 
the  provincial  and  sub-provincial  level. 

The  majority  of  information  contained  in  this  publication 
is  available  on  CANSIM.   For  your  convenience  we  have 
proviaed  CANSIM  matrix  numbers  at  the  bottom  of  most 
tables . 
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CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX 

The  Consumer  Price  Index (CP  I)    is  a  price  index  which 
measures  the  percentage  change  through  time  of  a  constant 
quantity  and  quality  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  a 
representative  Canadian  urban  family  in  a  specified  time 
period.   The  CP  I  for  each  city  measures  price  changes  from 
one  time  period  to  another  within  that  specific  city. 
Thus    while  city  CPI's  show  the  movement  of  prices  in  each 
city!   they  do  not  indicate  price  level  differences  between 
cities,  or  between  cities  and  Canada.   The  CPI   is  not  a 
measure  of  true  inflationary-deflationary  trends.  The 
inferrence  of  using  the  CPI  as  a  measure  of  true  inflation 
or  deflation  is  incorrect.   The  CPI  only  measures 
percentage  changes  of  a  "basket"  of  commodities  -  not  all 
items  which  contribute  to  inflation  or  deflation  are 
i  nc 1 uded . 


CURRENCY  EXCHANGE  RATE  ;  ■ 

The  currency  exchange  rate  is  the  value  of  one  unit  or 
foreign  currency  expressed  in  Canadian  dollars. 


DWELLING  COMPLETION 

Dwelling  completion  is  the  stage  at  which  all  the  proposed 
construction  work  on  a  dwelling  unit  has  been  performed. 


DWELLING  START 

A  dwelling  start  is  recorded  when  the  footing  has  been 
installed,   that  is,  when  the  concrete  has  been  poured  for 
the  whole  of  the  footing  around  the  structure. 


DWELLING  UNITS 

1 )  Single  Detached 

This  is  commonly  called  a  "single  house".  It 
contains  only  one  dwelling  unit  which  is  completely 
separated  on  all  sides  from  any  other  dwelling  or 
structure . 

2 )  Two  Fami ly  . 

This  category  comprises  single  at t ached ( doub le i  ana 
apartment,   flat(duplex)  dwellings.  Double 
duplexes ( fourplex )  and  row-duplexes  are  not  included 
in  this  category. 
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DWELLING  UNITS  (CONTINUED) 

3)  Row 

This  comprises  only  single  attached  houses  in  a  row 
of  three  or  more  dwellings.   Row-duplexes  are  not 
included  in  this  category. 

4)  Apar tment  and  Other 

This  comprises  apartment,   flat(other),   that  is: 
double  duplexes 
tr iplexes 
row-dup lex 

apartments  as  commonly  known 

dwellings  over,  or  at  the  back  of,   a  store  or 
non- res i dent i a  1  structure. 


ECONOMIC  REGIONS  IN  ALBERTA   (LABOUR  FORCE  SURVEY) 

81:   Economic  Region  81   is  situated  in  the  south-east 
corner  of  the  province  running  mainly  north  and 
south  along  the  border  of  Saskatchewan. 

82:   Economic  Region  82  is  situated  in  the  southern 
part  of  Alberta. 

83:  Economic  Region  ?7  is  the  south-central  area  of 
the  province  around  Calgary. 

84:   Economic  Region  84  is  a  mountain  territory, 

extending  from  Waterton  Lakes  National  Park  at 
the  U.S.  boundary,   to  Jasper  National  Park 
inclusive,   and  including  also  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Forest  Reserve. 

85:   Economic  Region  85  is  the  east-central  area 
extending  from  the  Saskatchewan  border  to  the 
foothills  at  Rocky  Mountain  House. 

86:  Economy;  Region  86  is  an  area  around  Edmonton 

extending  west  to  the  foothills  at  Drayton  Valley 
and  east  to  the  Saskatchewan  border. 

87.  Economic  Region  87  is  the  Alberta  Peace  River 

Region  in  the  north-western  part  of  the  province. 

88:  Economic  Region  88  is  the  north-eastern  portion 
of  the  province. 
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EMPLOYED 

The  employed  labour  force  includes  all  persons  who  during 
the  reference  week: 

1)  did  any  work  at  all 

2)  had  a  job  but  were  not  at  work  due  to: 

-own  illness  or  disability 
-personal  or  family  responsibilities 
-bad  weather 
-labour  dispute 
- vacat  i  on 


EMPLOYMENT/POPULATION  RATIO 

The  employment / popu 1  at  ion  ratio  represents  employment  as  a 
percentage  of  the  population  fifteen  years  of  age  and 
over.   The  employment /popu 1  at  ion  ratio  for  a  particular 
group  (age,  sex,  marital  status,  etc.)   is  the  employment 
in  that  group  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population 
for  that  group. 


FARM  CASH  RECEIPTS 

This  is  a  measure  of  the  return  to  agricultural  producers 
from  the  sale  of  all   farm  products  except  those  associated 
with  direct  inter-farm  transfers.   Also  included  are  Wheat 
Board  participation  payments,  cash  advances  for  farm 
stored  grains  and  deferred  grain  receipts  in  Western 
Canada,  deficiency  payments  made  by  provincial  governments 
and  the  agricultural   stabilization  board  and  provincial 
income  stabilization  payments. 


IN-MIGRATION 

ln-migration  is  the  number  of  in-migrants  who  take  up 
residence  in  another  Canadian  province. 


LABOUR  FORCE 

The  labour  force  is  comprised  of  that  portion  of  the 
civilian  non- inst i tutiona 1  population  fifteen  years  of  age 
and  over  who,  during  the  reference  week  were  employed  or 

unemp loyed . 


LABOUR  INCOME 

Labour  income,  comprising  wages  and  salaries  and 
supplementary  labour  income,   is  defined  as  all 
compensation  paid  to  employees  residing  in  Canada. 
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MORTGAGE  LENDING  RATES 

The  prime  conventional  mortgage  rate  is  a  simple  average 
of  rates  as  at  mid-month  charged  by  a  number  of  large 
institutional   lenders  for  residential  mortgage  loans.  The 
NHA  rates  shown  are  weighted  averages  of  rates  charged  by 
the  approved  lenders. 


NET  MIGRATION 

Net  migration  is  the  sum  of  in-migration  and  out -migrat i on 
in  a  region  for  a  given  period. 


NEW  HOUSING  PRICE  INDEX 

The  new  housing  price  index  measures  changes  in  selling 
prices  of  new  houses  constructed  by  large  and  medium 
volume  builders  in  metropolitan  areas.   The  houses  sampled 
are  representative  of  the  total  being  sold  at  that  time 
but  elements  of  quantity  change  are  excluded  from  the 
price  measure.   Prices  used  are  the  selling  prices  agreed 
upon  between  builder  and  buyer  at  the  time  of  signing  the 
contract.   Prices  relate  to  mid-month.   The  price  includes 
for  the  house  and  the  serviced  lot  on  which  it  stands. 


NOT  IN  THE  LABOUR  FORCE 

That  portion  of  the  civilian  non- inst i tut iona 1  population 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  over  who,  during  the  reference 
week  were  neither  employed  nor  unemployed. 


OUT-MIGRATION 

Out-migration  is  the  number  of  out-migrants  who  leave  a 
province  to  take  up  residence  in  another  province. 

PARTICIPATION  RATE 

The  participation  rate  represents  the  labour  force  as  a 
percentage  of  the  population  fifteen  years  of  age  and 
over.  The  participation  rate  for  a  particular  group  (age, 
sex,  marital  status,  etc.)   is  the  employment  in  that  group 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population  for  that 
group . 
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PRIME  BUSINESS  LOAN  RATE 

The  Prime  Business  Loan  Rate  is  the  rate  charged  to  the 
most  credi t -wor thy  borrowers.   The  rate  shown  is  as  at 
month-end;  when  there  are  differences  in  the  rate  charged 
by  individual  banks,   the  most  typical  rate  or  rates  are 
taken . 


RETAIL  TRADE 

Retail   trade  is  defined  as  the  aggregate  sales  made 
through  retail   locat ions ( out  lets ' .   Retail   trade  estimates 
do  not  include  any  form  of  direct  selling  which  bypasses 
the  retail  store,   for  example:  direct  door  to  door 
selling;   sales  made  through  automatic  vending  machines; 
sales  of  newspapers  or  magazines  sold  directly  by  printers 
or  publishers;  and  sales  made  by  book  and  record  clubs. 
Retail   trade  excludes:   retail  sales  through  ancillary 
units,   for  example,  warehouses,  head  offices,  etc.;  sales 
of  contractors  whose  major  activity  is  not  retailing;  and 
retail   transactions  between  individuals. 


SALARIED  EMPLOYEES 

This  category  comprises  executive,  administrative, 
supervisory,   technical  and  professional  personnel, 
commission  agents,   and  travelling  salesmen  directly 
responsible  to  the  administration,   as  well  as  general 
office,  clerical  and  related  workers  in  the  office  and 
plant.    In  addition,  working  directors  of  incorporated 
businesses  are  included  in  this  category. 


SEASONAL  ADJUSTMENT 

Fluctuations  in  economic  time  series  are  caused  by 
seasonal,  cyclical  and  irregular  movements.  A 
seasonally-adjusted  series  is  one  from  which  seasonal 
movements  have  been  eliminated.   Seasonal  movements  are 
defined  as  those  which  are  caused  by  regular  annual  events 
such  as  climate,  crop  cycles,  holidays  and  vacation 
periods,  grain  receipts  in  Western  Canada,  deficiency 
payments  made  by  provincial  governments  and  the 
agricultural  stabilization  board,   and  provincial  income 
stabilization  payments. 
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UNEMPLOYED 

The  unemployed  labour  force  includes  those  persons  who 
during  the  reference  week: 

1)  were  without  work,  had  actively  looked  for  work 
in  the  past  four  weeks   (ending  with  reference 
week)   and  were  available  for  work. 

2)  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four 
weeks  but  had  been  on  layoff  for  twenty-six 
weeks  or   less  and  were  available  for  work. 

3)  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four 
weeks  but  had  a  new  job  to  start  in  four 

weeks  or   less  from  reference  week,   and  were 
available  for  work. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 

The  unemployment  rate  represents  the  number  of  unemployed 
persons  as  a  percent  of  the  labour  force.   The  unemployment 
rate  for  a  particular  group  (age,   sex,  marital  status, 
etc. )   is  the  unemployment  in  that  group  expressed  as  a 
percent  of  the  labour  force  for  that  group. 


VALUE  OF  BUILDING  PERMITS 

Residential  Building  Permits 

The  classification  for  residential  construction  is 
intended  to  reflect  the  value  of  building  permits 
issued  for  new  dwellings:   single,   seasonal,  double, 
row,  apartments  and  conversions;   for  alterations  and 
improvements  to  existing  dwellings:  additions, 
structural  changes,   residential  garages  and  swimming 
pools  and  other  improvements  to  existing  structures. 

Industrial  Building  Permits 

Includes  buildings  used  for:  manufacturing  and 
processing;   transportation,  communication  and  other 
utilities  and  agriculture,   forestry,  mine  and  mine 
mi  1 1  dwel 1 i  ngs . 

Commercial  Building  Permits 

Includes  stores,  warehouses,  garages,  office 
buildings,   theatres,  hotels,   funeral  parlours, 
beauty  salons  and  miscellaneous  commercial  signs, 
posters,  heating  and  plumbing  installations  etc. 


VALUE  OF  BUILDING  PERMITS  (CONTINUED) 

Institutional  and  Government  Building  Permits 

Includes  expenditures  made  by  the  community,  public 
and  government  for  buildings  and  structures  - 
schools,  universities,  hospitals,  clinics,  churches, 
homes  for  the  aged,  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  government 
office  and  administration  buildings,  law 
enforcement,  etc. 


VALUE  OF  SHIPMENTS 

Value  of  shipments  is  defined  as  the  gross  value  of  goods 
produced  from  its  own  materials  by  the  reporting 
establishment,  or  for  its  account.  Value  is  net  of 
discounts,  returns  and  allowances,  sales  tax,  excise  taxes 
and  duties,   returnable  containers  and  common  or  contract 
carriers'    charges  for  outward  transportation  (but  not  of 
own  carriers'   delivery  expense).   Shipment  values  in  this 
publication  are  monthly  projections  of  annual  census  of 
manufacturers'   values  based  on  returns  from  a  stratified 
systematic  sample  of  manufacturing  establishments. 


WAGE  EARNERS  .      .  ,     .  . 

This  group  includes  employees  engaged  in  actual  production 
and  related  operations,   including  maintenance,  warehouse 
and  delivery  staffs,   security  staff,  routemen, 
driver-salesmen,   sales  clerks  in  retail  stores,  waitresses 
and  working  foremen  performing  functions  similar  to  those 
of  the  employees  whom  they  supervise,  etc. 
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APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX 


Changes  currently  being  made  to  improve  the  production 
method  employed  for  the  Alberta  Statistical  Review,  Quarterly 
necessitate  the  temporary  suspension  of  users'  table  access 
capability  through  the  University  of  Alberta  computer  system. 
However,  data  updates  are  available  through  the  Alberta  Bureau  of 
Statistics,   and  will  be  forwarded  upon  request. 


We  hope  this  arrangement  proves  satisfactory  and 
provides  no  inconvenience  on  the  part  of  our  users.  Should  there 
be  any  questions  or  comments,  please  contact  the  Information 
Services  Section,  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics,    (403)  427-3058. 
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